
HINTON ST MARY PARISH COUNCIL 
Minutes of the Parish Council Meeting   

held at Hinton St Mary Village Hall 
on Tuesday August 2nd 2016 at 7 pm 

 
Present:- 
Chairman –    Charles Wright (CW) 
Councillors – Janet Bolton (JB)   Howard Burbidge (HB)  Jo Curtis (JC)  
Clerk –   Vivian Hitchmough (VH) 
 
County Councillor -   Mrs Pauline Batstone  
District Councillor –  Mrs Jane Westbrook         
 
2016.33            Apologies Cllr Kevin Jones (KJ)    
 
The Chairman welcomed two members of the public 
 
2016.34           Minutes of the meeting of  Tuesday May 10th 2016  were agreed as a true 

record and duly signed.   These will now be added to the village web site. 
 
2016.35 Matters Arising   to be discussed under updates 
   
2016.36 Declarations of Interest  none 

  
2016.37 Updates from Officers 
 Planning 
  Hound Cottage, 2 Stearts Lane, DT10 1ND 
   No Comment. 
    
 Roads, drains and potholes 
  Pothole opposite Old Forge.  CW to report ACTION CW 
  CW asked the Clerk to ascertain the schedule for verge cutting as there was a 
  need for attention in Castleman Lane, Veals Lane and Stearts Lane. 

JC said it was dangerous for the children now on holiday as there are places 
with no pavement so the verges need to be kept short so motorists can see 
pedestrians. VH will contact Roger Bell at Highways.    ACTION VH 

 Village Liaison    
The 90th Birthday celebrations went well, although plans for the open-air 
party were cancelled due to the weather and the event was held in the Tythe 
Barn. 

 Village Garden 
JB had arranged to meet with interested people to make garden 
plans, but the weather was inclement on the day.   She has since given 
individual people specific tasks. 

Councillors discussed areas in the village needing attention, hedge cutting etc and 
members of the public were helpful with information.  
Bus Shelter 



HB is to have a meeting with Poisedale regarding repairs and upgrade to the shelter 
as the company has kindly offered their help. 
Defibrillator 
CW reported that the equipment will be housed in the Smoking Shelter of the pub. It 
will need a power supply as there is a need to keep it warm.    The cost is 
approximately £2000 and there is VAT on the item.     Fund providers will be 
approached, British Heart Foundation, Cheese Festival, Rotary, POPP and other 
suggestions were made by Councillors.    
CW will write to local companies ACTION CW  
CW said there were people within the village trained in CPR and explained that there 
will be a key code for use of the equipment which can be accessed easily. 
The village will need to raise funds and JB suggested a coffee morning.   A member of 
the public suggested a flyer to ask residents to donate £5 towards the funds.   This 
was thought to be a good idea and would take place after the coffee morning which 
would be in September. 
The Clerk requested that a resolution be passed to safeguard any funds raised as the 
Parish Council would be custodians of the funds.   These will be restricted and 
entered on Parish Council audit.   Any funds received will be receipted and a 
separate spread sheet will be kept by the Clerk.  The Clerk asked for the resolution to 
be proposed and seconded for the minutes. 

2016.38  Proposed HB 
   Seconded JB  

The Chairman handed the Clerk a cheque in the sum of £100 from Dorset Food 
Technology to start the fund raising.  The Clerk will issue a receipt    ACTION VH 

 
2016.39 
Finance 

A cheque for the clerk’s salary was signed  
The Clerk circulated the bank reconciliation. 

   
2016.40 Reports 
  County Councillor       

Cllr Mrs Batstone reported the school development was progressing, although the 
siting of the skateboard park is not agreed at the present time. 
She said there were meetings arranged for the end of August to discuss the County 
and District councils coming together.   Committees include Safeguarding children 
and adults, Scrutiny and others dealing with education and health. 
The mobile library service will close, but will still deliver books to Care Homes etc. 
 District Councillor 
Cllr Mrs Jane Westbrook reported that the fences are down in Sturminster near the 
surgery and look very nice..     She said Cllr Deborah Croney had resigned and her 
post taken by Graham Carr-Jones from Stalbridge.  There is a consultation to close 
some of the registry offices.   Births must be registered where the birth takes place, 
but weddings remain the registrar’s main occupation. 

 
2016.41 Questions from residents none 
 



 
2016.42 Correspondence   

The Clerk handed around copies of a letter from Gillingham Town Council stating 
that it is the intention of the MHS Commissioning Group to downgrade Shaftesbury 
hospital to an outpatient and hopefully minor injury unit and upgrading Blandford 
and Sherborne. There is a meeting in the Jubilee Room, Town Hall , Gillingham on 
Thursday 15th September 7pm to discuss. 

 
2016.43 Any Other Business 
 HB had asked for a local issue to be included on the Agenda for discussion. 

There have been several complaints from a resident regarding the playing of loud 
music in the early hours of the morning.   The accusations made about another 
resident were proved by police and the Council to be untrue and the lady concerned 
is in distress over these unfound accusations.      A notice has been placed in the 
Mosaic to try to find the source of the music, although only one resident hears it. 
The Parish Council are disheartened to find there is discord in the village and will 
write to the complainant to try to determine the problem. 
 

2016.43 Items for next agenda  defibrillator 
 
 
2016.32 Date of next meeting       

Tuesday  November 8th 2016 at 7pm 
 

The Chairman closed the meeting at 7.55 pm      

 
 
 

 


